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from a visitor's point of view, for the Maltese make
no effort to cater for the floods of tourists which
now and again invade the city* To enter any but
the principal shops is useless, because what is
required is never stocked, and the small shopkeeper
is a stupid, unobliging person, without manners or
the desire to sell you his goods* The only shops
which have any real interest for the casual visitor
are kept by Indians* It is an astonishing fact that
there is only one shop in the city which really stocks
articles of local manufacture and interest, and that
is tucked away down by the Customs House, and
is, I believe, run by a Briton*
The Maltese make it almost impossible for a
Briton to run a business, or to keep a shop, on his
own* They boycott the place, and put every
obstacle they can in the trader's path* There are,
however, one or two English firms of long standing
which cater solely for the Briton*
A wise sightseer will turn off the main streets
into one of the many side-turnings* In them he
will find much to amuse him* The tiny shops,
the goats, small picturesque urchins, donkeys,
flat carts, ornate churches, long flights of shallow
steps, distant vistas of the harbours, and the
ever-present faldetta*
The faldetta is now worn only by women of
the lower classes, and is a quaint hood and cape